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BACKGROUND 

Â Specialty Crops  

ÅLabor intensive  

Å37% on labor expenditures in fruits, 
vegetables, horticultural crops 
production vs. 13% for all ag production  

Â Foreign workers  

Å78% of ag workers in 2000 -01  

Å68% undocumented  

 



IMMIGRATION POLICY 

Â Speculation that amnesty would lead to 
labor shortages and wage increases in 
agriculture  

Â Tran & Perloff (2002)  
ÅIRCA of 1986 increased long - run probability 

that people granted amnesty stayed in 
agriculture  

Â Hashida & Perloff (1996)  
ÅSame direction  

Â Emerson & Napasintuwong (2002)  
ÅLonger duration for authorized than 

unauthorized workers  



OBJECTIVES OF OUR STUDY 

Â Censored data: duration of a 
particular legal status is observed 
only if workers have that status  

Â Duration model with sample bias 
correction  

ÅHeckman two -stage sample selection 
method: ordered probit model explains 
legal status, duration model estimates 
spells for each legal status  


